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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



SIR: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure, a completed Form PTO-1449 is enclosed. 
Consideration of the listed reference by the Examiner is respectfully requested. Applicants also 
respectfully request that an initialed copy of Form PTO-1449 indicating such consideration be 
returned with the next Official Action, as set forth in MPEP 609. 

WO 98/23549 is a French- language reference that includes an English-language abstract. 
This PCT document is believed to be equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 6,299,981, a copy of which is 
also provided herewith. JP 3-122274 is a Japanese-language reference that includes an English- 
language abstract. An English-language abstract is provided for JP 3-187039, which is a 
Japanese-language reference. JP 3-193872 is a Japanese-language reference that includes an 
English- language abstract. JP 7-508491 is a Japanese-language reference that is beheved to be 
equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 5,520,996, a copy of which is also provided herewith. 
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JP 7-149545 is a Japanese-language reference that is provided along with an English- 
language abstract. Also provided herewith is U.S. Patent No. 5,595,825, which is believed to be 
equivalent to JP 7-149545. JP 7-315889 is a Japanese-language reference that is provided along 
with an English-language abstract. JP 7-315874 is a Japanese-language reference that is 
provided along with an English-language abstract. An English-language abstract is provided 
along with JP 8-109043, which is a Japanese-language reference. JP 8-012378 is a Japanese- 
language reference that is provided along with an English-language abstract. JP 8-011631 is a 
Japanese-language reference that is provided along with an English-language abstract. Also 
provided herewith is U.S. Patent No. 5,594,585, which is beUeved to be equivalent to JP 8- 
01 163 1 . JP 9-20265 1 is a Japanese-language reference that is provided along with an English- 
language abstract. JP 10-036144 is a Japanese-language reference that is provided along with an 
English-language abstract. Also provided is U.S. Patent No. 5,854,708, which is believed to 
correspond to JP 10-036144. JP 10-048805 is a Japanese-language reference that is provided 
along with an English-language abstract. JP 1 1-095014 is a Japanese-language reference that is 
provided along with an English-language abstract. 

By submitting these references. Applicants do not admit that the references are prior art 
to, or are material to, the patentability of this application and reserve the right to establish that 
any reference is not prior art. Applicants do not represent that the references have been reviewed 
in detail; there may be detail in the references of which Applicants are unaware. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any filing fees required to Deposit 



Account No. 061910. A duplicate 



Dated: ^' 



#2804344\1 



of this sheet is enclosed. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Eric J. Snustad 
Registration No. 45,120 
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 
Customer No. 22859 
4000 Pillsbury Center 
200 South Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-1425 
(612) 492-7000 
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